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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors , 
Ryde  Borough  Council 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  circumstances  for  the  year  1963,  in 
accordance  with  the  direction  of  the  Minister  of  Health, 
having  special  regard  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  1/64. 

STATISTICS 

General 

As  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  there  was  somewhat  more 
rain  and  less  sunshine  than  in  the  previous  year. 

Vital 

The  estimated  population  has  varied  only  slightly  from 
the  figure  given  for  last  year. 

There  were  six  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year,  giving 
an  infant  mortality  rate  of  23.6,  which  is  not  significantly 
higher  than  the  national  average. 

The  birth  rate  was  slightly  lower  than  last  year.  There 
were  thirty  illegitimate  births  (over  10%),  and  this  is  rather  a 
high  figure.  Illegitimacy  presents  problems  which  are 
causing  increasing  anxiety,  not  only  in  this  country  but  else¬ 
where.  Not  least  amongst  these  problems  is  the  difficulty  of 
ensuring  that  the  unmarried  mother  makes  proper  use  of  the 
facilities  provided  by  the  National  Health  Service.  Where 
ante-natal  care  is  lacking,  and  where  satisfactory  arrange¬ 
ments  for  confinement  are  not  made,  the  babies'  chances  of 
survival  are  thereby  reduced.  The  fact  is  demonstrated  in 
the  statistics  for  Ryde  in  1963,  when  the  death  rate  for 
illegitimate  infants  was  eight  times  that  of  those  born  in 
wedlock. 

No  maternal  deaths  occurred  during  the  year, 
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Causes  of  Death 

Deaths  from  lung  cancer  and  coronary  thrombosis  con¬ 
tinue  to  increase.  Both  these  conditions  are  associated, 
amongst  other  factors,  with  excessive  smoking.  Health 
Education  does  not  have  a  fair  chance  of  controlling  this  habit 
as  long  as  the  money  spent  on  cigarette  advertising  far  exceeds 
the  funds  available  for  anti-smoking  propaganda. 

There  were  three  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

There  were  two  deaths  due  to  motor  vehicle  accidents. 

Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  and  other  Diseases 

Over  700  cases  of  measles  were  notified,  but  this  is,  to¬ 
day,  a  relatively  mild  condition,  and  no  serious  attempt  is 
made  to  control  it.  Those  who  contracted  it  in  childhood 
were  probably  fortunate,  in  that  they  will  now  be  immune  and 
will  be  unlikely  to  be  infected  in  adult  life,  when  it  can  be  a 
most  unpleasant  illness.  No  decision  has  been  reached 
regarding  vaccination  of  children  against  measles,  but  trials 
of  this  method  of  prophylaxis  have  suggested  that  this  would 
be  safe  and  effective. 

There  were  also  47  cases  of  whooping  cough.  Many  of 
these  children  had  fortunately  been  immunised,  and,  thereby, 
suffered  only  a  fairly  mild  attack. 

There  were  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis  or  diphtheria. 
This  is  the  result  of  immunisation  provided  by  Family  Doctors 
and  Child  Welfare  Centres.  Fortunately  most  parents  are 
anxious  to  have  their  children  protected  from  these  diseases, 
but  in  some  instances  a  certain  amount  of  persuasion  and 
encouragement  are  still  required. 

There  were  also  no  smallpox  incidents,  but  parents  are 
still  strongly  advised  to  have  their  children  vaccinated.  The 
obvious  reason  for  this  is  the  increasing  numbers  of  people 
arriving  in  this  country  from  those  parts  of  the  world  where 
smallpox  is  prevalent.  A  further  reason  is  that  vaccination 
in  childhood  almost  invariably  results  in  only  a  very  mild 
reaction — so  mild  in  fact  that  it  is  hardly  apparent.  If, 
however,  an  individual  is  not  vaccinated  in  childhood,  but  has 
to  submit  to  this  procedure  in  later  life  (e.g.  for  travel  abroad), 
the  reaction  can  be  rather  troublesome.  With  re-vaccination, 
on  the  other  hand,  no  unpleasant  effects  need  be  anticipated 
at  any  age.  As  the  children  of  to-day  will  have  far  greater 
opportunities  to  travel  than  in  previous  generations,  it  is 
becoming  increasingly  worth-while  to  have  them  vaccinated 
early  in  life. 


Occasionally  I  am  approached  by  members  of  the  public 
regarding  the  need  for  typhoid  immunisation  before  going 
abroad.  This  is  strongly  recommended  for  those  proceeding 
to  countries  other  than  the  United  States,  Canada  and  north¬ 
west  Europe.  It  is  important  that  the  injections  should  be 
completed  at  least  a  month  before  departure. 

Food  Poisoning 

No  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  were  reported.  There 
were,  however,  a  number  of  suspected  cases.  This  is  usually 
a  short  acute  illness  associated  with  diarrhoea  and  vomiting. 
Often  it  is  so  mild  that  parents  do  not  call  in  a  doctor.  Noti¬ 
fication  of  this  disease  is  most  helpful,  as  investigation  of 
even  one  case  may  unearth  a  minor  epidemic.  The  staff  of 
the  Health  Department  can  then  advise  on  any  unhygienic 
conditions  found  to  be  responsible,  and  take  steps  to  control 
the  spread  of  this  infection. 

Dogs 

Fouling  of  the  promenades  and  beaches  by  dogs  is, 
unfortunately,  an  unpleasant  feature  of  most  seaside  resorts, 
and  Ryde  is  no  exception.  Unless  dog  owners  are  prepared 
to  take  some  voluntary  action  to  eliminate  this  nuisance,  the 
time  will  come  when  they  are  subject  to  strict  control  by 
legislation. 

Dental  Decay 

Children’s  teeth  continue  to  deteriorate,  and  so  far  we 
have  failed  to  deal  effectively  with  this  problem.  Naturally, 
the  Principal  School  Dental  Officer  is  most  concerned,  and  he 
has  kindly  given  me  permission  to  quote  the  following  state¬ 
ment:— 

“The  incidence  of  dental  decay  in  the  mouths  of 
children  in  the  Borough  shows  no  sign  of  lessening. 
Much  work  is  being  done  to  try  to  bring  about  an  im¬ 
provement  in  oral  hygiene  and  to  establish  sensible 
dietary  habits.  But,  to  take  a  realistic  view,  an  unquali¬ 
fied  success  cannot  be  expected.  The  one  great  hope  for 
the  future  dental  health  of  the  community  lies  in  bringing 
the  fluoride  content  of  the  public  water  supplies  to  the 
optimum  level  of  one  part  per  million. 
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It  cannot  be  sufficiently  emphasised  that  Fluoridation 
completely  satisfies  the  three  criteria  of  any  Public 
Health  measure: — 

1.  That  it  is  necessary, 

2.  That  it  is  effective,  and 

3.  That  it  is  safe. 

G.  Simons, 

Principal  School  Dental  Officer” 


Removal  of  Persons  in  Meed  of  Care  and  Attention 

No  action  was  required  under  Section  47  of  the  National 
Assistance  Act. 

Housing 

Further  progress  was  made  during  the  year  for  the 
provision  of  accommodation  for  the  elderly  at  “Treefields”, 
Binstead  Road,  Ryde.  This  is  a  major  contribution  to  the 
health  and  welfare  of  the  elderty,  and  will  achieve  something 
of  which  the  Council  can  justifiably  feel  proud. 

Conferences  and  Courses 

None  were  attended  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
during  the  year. 

New  Legislation 

The  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963  is  of 
considerable  importance,  and  conies  into  force  in  1964. 

This  is  the  first  legislation  controlling  the  conditions  of 
work  for  office  workers  and,  to  some  extent,  shop  workers,  for 
over  eighty  years.  Thus  a  valuable  and  important  contribu¬ 
tion  has  been  made  to  the  improvement  of  working  conditions 
of  the  employees  concerned.  Briefly,  this  Act  will  require 
shops  and  offices  to  have  adequate  lighting,  heating  and  venti¬ 
lation,  and  to  provide  proper  sanitary  and  washing  facilities. 
It  also  embraces  the  safety  standards  for  fire  and  other  risks. 
Thus  working  conditions  will  not  only  be  healthier  and  safer, 
but  more  comfortable.  The  first  step  will  be  for  owners  and 
occupiers  to  register  with  the  Health  Department. 

Other  legislation  included  the  Public  Lavatories  Turn¬ 
stiles  Act,  1963,  and  the  Animal  Boarding  Establishments 
Act,  1963. 


Stall 


Dr.  J.  D.  Russell  resigned  on  17th  July,  1963,  and  I 
assumed  duty  on  9th  September,  1963.  There  were  no  other 
staff  changes. 
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GENERAL 


STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres 

No.  of  inhabited  dwellings  according  to 
books  (as  at  3 1  /3 / 64)  ... 

Rateable  value  (as  at  1/4/64) 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  (1963/64) 

Rainfall 

Sunshine  ... 


7,876 

rate 

7,477 
£714,105 
...  £2,874 

31.97  inches 
1 ,637.3  hours 


VITAL 

Population  (Registrar’s  Figure) 


F 


Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 
population 

Comparative  factor  (deaths) 

Comparative  death  rate 
Death  rate  England  and  Wales  ... 

No.  of  deaths  of  legitimate  M. 

infants  under  1  year  of  age  2 
No.  of  deaths  of  illegitimate 
infants  under  1  year  of  age  2 
Death  rate  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Death  rate  legitimate  infants  per  1,000 
legitimate  live  births  ... 

Death  rate  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 
illegitimate  live  births 


] 


1 


9,820 


Births 

M. 

F. 

No.  of  live  legitimate  births 

124 

100 

224 

No.  of  live  illegitimate  births 

18 

12 

30 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of 

estimated  resident 

population 

•  •  • 

• • •  ... 

12.8 

Comparative  factor  (births) 

.  .  . 

•  •  .  ... 

1.19 

Comparative  Birth  Rate 

.  .  . 

...  ... 

15.2 

Live  Birth  Rate  England  and  Wales 

...  ... 

18.2 

Total  live  and  still  births  . . . 

... 

... 

260 

M. 

F. 

No.  of  legitimate  stillbirths 

1 

4 

5 

No.  of  illegitimate  stillbirths 

— 

1 

1 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  (live 

and  still)  births 

23.1 

Illegitimate  live  births  per 

cent  of 

total  live 

births 

... 

11.8 

Deaths 

M. 

F. 

Total  number  of  deaths 

160 

155 

315 

15.9 

0.74 

11.8 

12.2 

3 

Q 

o 

23.6 

13.4 

100.0 


Statistics — Continued 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (England  and  Wales)  ... 
Neo  Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  live  births 
Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate 
Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 
Maternal  Deaths  (including  abortion)  ... 
Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  live  and  still 
births 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Cause  Male 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ...  ...  2  (1) 

Tuberculosis,  other  ...  ...  ...  —  ( — ) 

Syphilitic  disease  ...  ...  ...  —  ( — ) 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  ( — ) 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  —  ( — ) 

Meningococcal  infections  ...  ...  —  ( — ) 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  —  ( — ) 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  ( — ) 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  —  ( — ) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ...  4  (5) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  14  (11) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ...  —  ( — ) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ...  ...  —  ( — ) 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

neoplasms  ...  ...  ...  ...  14  (II) 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ...  ...  1  (3) 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  (1) 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ...  18  (21) 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ...  ...  33  (26) 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ...  4  (1) 

Other  heart  disease  ...  ...  ...  20  (20) 

Other  circulatory  disease  ...  ...  7  (5) 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  (— ) 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  8  (2) 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  9  (7) 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  2  (5) 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ...  2  (4) 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ...  —  (4) 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ...  ...  1  ( — ) 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ...  ...  2  (I) 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ...  —  ( — ) 


21.1 

23.6 

15.7 
38.5 

Nil 

Nil 


Female 

i  (-) 
-  (-) 
i  <-) 
-  (-> 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 

-  (-) 
4  (1) 

-  (-) 
10  (5) 

1  (4) 

15  (7) 

-  (-) 

2  (— ) 
28  (21) 

16  (16) 

3  (2) 

30  (32) 
2  (8) 

-  (-) 
8  (5) 

6  (4) 

2  (2) 
1  (~) 
3  (-) 
(-) 

-  (-) 
-  (-) 
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Causes  of  Death — Continued. 

Congenital  malformations 

0) 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

9  (15) 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2  (2) 

All  other  accidents 

4  (1) 

Suicide  ... 

1  (1) 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

-  (-) 

1  (-  ) 
17  (5) 

(-) 
2  (3) 

1  (4) 

1  (-) 


All  Causes 


160  (149)  155  (119) 


N.B. — Figures  for  1962  are  entered  in  brackets. 

Prevalence  of  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total  Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection... 

— 

— 

— 

Meningitis  (Unspecified)... 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

Acute  Encephalitis  (In- 

fective)  ... 

— - 

— 

— 

Measles 

741 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 
Ophthalmia 

47 

— 

— 

Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

• — • 

— 

Malaria 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

(Paralytic) 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

. 

— 

(Non-Paralytic) 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

— 

- — 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 
Tuberculosis 

3 

2 

3 

(Meninges  &  C.N.S.) 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  (Other) 

2 

1 

— 

Totals 

799 

3 

3 

at  Date  of  Notification 
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Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks 

Total  number  of  outbreaks 
Number  of  cases 
Number  of  deaths 

Infectious  and  Other  Diseases  Return  from 
Head  Teachers  of  Schools 


Mumps  ...  ...  ...  ...  168 

Chicken  Pox  ...  ...  ...  71 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  272 

German  Measles  ...  ...  56 

Impetigo  ...  ...  ...  2 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  20 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  5 

Tonsillitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  20 


226 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Acts,  1944 

Number  of  samples  taken  during  1963  ...  ...  54 

Number  of  samples  found  to  be  T.B,  positive  ...  Nil 

Number  of  samples  in  which  Brucella  Abortus  was 
isolated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


Tuberculosis,  1963 


AGE  PERIODS 

Totals 

New  Cases 

CO 

-t-J 

o 

h 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0  and  under 

1 

^  9  9  9  9 

5 

— 

5  y  y  y  > 

10 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10  „ 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

^  ^  9  9  9  9 

20 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20  „ 

25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25  , , 

35 

5 

3 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — - 

35  , , 

45 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

45  „ 

55 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55  , ,  , , 

65 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

55  , ,  , , 

75 

1 

— 

- — - 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

75  and  over 

Total 

*10 

5 

3 

— 

9 

3 

2 

1 

- — - 

*This  total  includes  4  transfers  from  the  Mainland.  Five  patients  on  the 
Tuberculosis  Register  died  of  another  cause, 
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Table  showing  the  number  of  new  cases  and  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis  during  the  period  1953-1963. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulm. 

Non. -Pulm. 

Total 

Pulm. 

Non. -Pulm. 

Total 

1953 

...  10 

9 

19 

2 

— 

2 

1954 

...  16 

2 

18 

3 

— 

3 

1955 

4 

5 

9 

— 

1 

1 

1956 

6 

2 

8 

2 

— 

2 

1957 

...  15 

1 

16 

— 

— 

— 

1958 

...  11 

1 

12 

2 

— 

2 

1959 

...  12 

3 

15 

1 

■ — 

1 

1960 

...  17 

— 

17 

2 

— 

2 

1961 

...  9 

— 

9 

1 

— 

1 

1962 

...  1 1 

1 

12 

1 

— 

1 

1963 

...  8 

2 

10 

3 

— 

3 

Child  Welfare  Clinics 


Name  of  Clinic 
Ryde 

Binstead 
St.  Helens 

Seaview 


Place  where  held 
Well  Street 

The  Institute 

Lower  Green  Methodist  Sun¬ 
day  School 

Methodist  Sunday  School 


How  often  held 
*  Every  Wednesday  and 
Friday  2.30 — 4.30  p.m. 
Every  Tuesday,  2.30  p.m. 
Fourth  Thursday,  2.30  p.m. 

First  Monday,  2.30  p.m. 


*  Doctor  in  attendance 
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Factories  Act,  1937. 

Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect  of  the 
Year  1963,  for  the  Borough  of  Ryde,  in  the  County  of  the 

Isle  of  Wight. 


Part  I  of  the  Act 

1.- — Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

10 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

115 

54 

4 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

Total  ... 

125 

55 

4  |  - 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Particulars 

Found 

Reme¬ 

died 

Ref< 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

erred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  w7ere 
instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  tempera¬ 
ture  (S.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4) . 

_ 

_ 

.. 

_ 

. 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6)  ... 

_ 

_ 

. 

_ 

. 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(S.7) . 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

. - 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective  ... 

4 

1 

— 

3 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

Total 

4 

1 

3 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors , 

Ryde  Borough  Council 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  fourteenth  Annual 
Report,  permission  having  been  given  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  to  present  it  as  a  separate  part  of  his  Report. 

My  Report  is  set  out  on  similar  lines  to  those  of  past 
years,  being  divided  into  four  sections,  which  do  not  call  for 
any  special  comment  at  this  stage,  except  that  where  figures 
appear  in  brackets  they  refer  to  the  previous  year. 

May  I  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
and  other  Chief  Officers  and  their  staffs  for  their  support, 
help  and  co-operation  during  the  year  under  review.  My 
Assistant,  Mr.  Jordan,  has,  as  always,  given  of  his  best,  and 
this  year  it  has  been  a  particular  pleasure  to  see  him  enjoying 
good  health  whilst  doing  so.  Miss  Boyce  has  coped  with  the 
office  activities,  and  Mr.  Goble  has  efficiently  dealt  with 
rodent  control. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

STANLEY  DUNMORE, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 


Section  I — Sanitary  Circumstances 

Complaints 

247  (182)  general  complaints  were  received  and  dealt 
with  during  the  year.  This  figure  does  not  include  complaints 
concerning  rodent  infestations. 

Water  Supply 

Throughout  the  year,  an  adequate  supply  of  pure  and 
wholesome  water  has  been  supplied  by  the  I.W.  Water  Board 
throughout  the  Borough.  The  bulk  of  the  water  came  from 
the  Knighton  and  Ashey  waterworks,  supplemented  by 
supplies  to  the  eastern  areas  of  the  Borough  from  the  Sandown 
waterworks  when  necessary. 

Ill  routine  samples  were  taken  from  the  mains  by  the 
Board’s  Inspectors,  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  exami¬ 
nation,  of  which  108  were  satisfactory,  indicating  a  high 
degree  of  purity. 

The  supplies  are  not  considered  to  be  liable  to  plumbo- 
solvency  action. 

No  contamination  of  supplies  has  occurred. 

There  are  7,383  dwellinghouses  in  the  Borough,  with  a 
population  of  19,820.  All  the  houses  are  connected  direct 
to  mains  supplies,  and  no  wells  or  standpipes  are  in  use. 

Mains  water  is  supplied  to: — 

Domestic  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,100 

Commercial  Premises  ...  ...  ...  1,081 

Industrial  Undertakings  ...  ...  ...  33 

Other  Undertakings  ...  ...  ...  9 

Entertainment  and  Recreational  Premises  55 
Education  and  Cultural  Premises  ...  ...  25 

Crown  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  196 

8,520 


chemical  analyses  of  the  three  sources  are  as 


Reports  of 
follows: — 

Source  of  Sample 
Date  taken 
Appearance 

Odour 

Taste 

Reaction 


Knighton  Chalk 
Well 

6.2.64 

Clear  and  bright 
(hazen  less 
than  5) 

Nil 

Normal 
pH  7.4 


Ashey  Well 

6.2.64 

Clear  and  bright 
(hazen  less 
than  5) 

Nil 

Normal 
pH  7.3 


Sandown  Pumping 
Station 

20.1.64 

Clear  and  bright 


Nil 

Normal 
pH  7.1 


Parts  per 

Parts  per 

Parts  per 

million 

million 

million 

Total  solid  residue  dried  at 

180°C . 

290 

290 

260 

Suspended  Solids 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

0.01 

0.01 

0.11 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

0.01 

0.01 

0.06 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

1.4 

2.1 

4.1 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride 

30 

28 

40 

Oxygen  absorbed,  4  hours  at 

27°C . 

0.10 

0.20 

0.35 

Hardness 

Carbonate  (Temporary) 

190 

184 

82 

Non-Carbonate  (Permanent 

38 

48 

78 

Total 

228 

232 

160 

Metals — Lead,  Copper,  Zinc, 

Iron 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Residual  Chlorine 

Less  than  0.02  Less  than  0.02  0.15 

Fluorine 

Less  than  0.1 

Less  than  0.1 

Less  than  0 

Drainage  Matters 

The  bulk  of  the  Borough’s  foul  drainage,  and  much  of  its 
surface  water,  is  discharged,  untreated,  through  long  outfalls, 
well  beyond  low-water  mark,  into  the  strong  currents  of  the 
Solent  flowing  eastwards  into  the  open  sea.  The  purifica¬ 
tion  plants  serving  Havenstreet  and  St.  Helens  districts  have 
dealt  satisfactorily  with  the  sewage  there.  The  Council  are 
anxious  to  see  the  time  when  none  of  the  Borough’s  sewage 
will  be  discharged  untreated,  and  their  Capital  Works 
Programme  includes  several  sewerage  works  schemes  with  that 
end  in  view. 

A  suitable  site  for  a  purification  works  to  serve  the 
Wootton  Bridge,  Kitehill  and  Fishbourne  districts  has  been 
decided  upon,  and  negotiations  for  its  purchase,  together  with 
the  necessary  planning  of  the  scheme  are  now  proceeding.  I 
have  been  reporting  hopefully  on  this  scheme  for  some  years 
now,  and  it  will  be  gratifying  to  see  it  actually  materialise. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  other  schemes  planned  to  improve  the 
Borough’s  sewage  disposal  methods  will  be  speeded  up — I 
refer  in  particular  to  the  proposed  two  new  sewage  works  to 
serve  the  main  town  area  and  Binstead  area.  It  is  also  the 
time,  in  my  opinion,  to  consider  providing  sewers  and  small 
treatment  works  to  replace  the  septic  tanks  and  cesspools 
serving  several  communities  in  the  Borough.  These  private 
plants  are  often  inefficient,  and  receive  little  or  no  attention, 
and  frequently  create  nuisances.  The  sooner  their  number 
can  be  reduced  to  an  absolute  minimum  in  this  Borough,  with 
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its  predominately  clay  subsoil,  the  better  it  will  be  for  the 
residents  concerned. 

The  Council’s  mechanical  emptier  dealt  with  septic  tanks 
and  cesspools  in  those  areas  in  the  Borough  not  served  by  a 
sewerage  system. 

Alterations  or  new  drainage  works  relative  to  existing 
buildings  are  supervised  b}^  myself  or  Mr.  Jordan.  71  such 
works  have  been  supervised,  including  13  which  necessitated 
action  under  Section  24,  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Public  Cleansing 

This  service  is  operated  by  the  Borough  Surveyor.  All 
districts  in  the  Borough  receive  at  least  a  once-weekly  collec¬ 
tion,  and  a  trade  refuse  collection  service  is  also  provided. 

An  estimated  total  of  12,400  tons  of  refuse  was  collected 
and  dumped  at  the  Council’s  tip  at  Nettlestone.  This  tip  is 
getting  somewhat  near  the  end  of  its  "life”,  and,  of  necessity, 
the  Public  Health  Committee  are  seriously  considering  and 
investigating  alternative  modern  methods  of  refuse  disposal. 
The  Council’s  fleet  of  vehicles  required  to  collect  the  domestic 
and  trade  refuse  comprises  one  continuous  loader,  three  com¬ 
pressor-type  vehicles,  and  two  side  loaders. 

The  tip  has  received  regular  checks  by  the  Rodent 
Operative,  and,  during  the  summer,  exposed  surfaces  of  refuse 
received  regular  spraying  with  suitable  insecticides. 

The  amount  received  from  salvaged  paper  and  cardboard 
improved,  and  amounted  to  £758,  which  is  considered  a 
satisfactory  sum,  as  salvage  acceptable  by  the  mills  was 
restricted  to  a  quota  per  quarter. 

Verminous  Premises,  etc. 

Disinfestations  were  carried  out  at  29  premises.  At 
several  houses  it  was  necessary  to  carry  out  extensive  cleans¬ 
ing  and/or  disinfestation — the  Department  is  fortunate  in 
that  it  is  able  to  call  upon  the  services  of  a  local  woman  who 
is  willing  to  cleanse  filthy  premises  when  such  work  is  neces¬ 
sary.  One  infestation  of  bugs  occurred — an  hotel  bedroom — 
the  insects  having  undoubtedly  been  brought  there  by  a 
holiday  visitor.  In  eight  premises  flea  infestation  occurred, 
and  in  twelve  premises  coackroaches  had  to  be  dealt  with. 
The  remainder  were  assorted,  and  included  ants,  beetles,  and 
red  mite  spiders.  Destruction  of  the  afore-mentioned  vermin 
was  effectively  carried  out  by  using  liquid  insecticides, powders 
and/or  smoke  generators.  46  wasps’  nests  and  3  bees’  nests 
were  destroyed  during  the  summer  and  autumn. 


Rodent  Control 

The  rodent  (rats  and  mice)  destruction  service  has  again 
been  operated  very  successfully  by  Mr.  Goble,  and  the  cost  of 
the  service  to  the  ratepayer  has  not  increased.  79  businesses 
of  various  types  have  signed  annual  rodent  service  contracts 
which  produced  £399.  No  charge  was  made  for  domestic 
premises. 

During  the  year,  402  complaints  were  received,  and 
2,600  visits  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  treatments  and 
routine  inspections. 

Details  are  set  out  as  follows: — 


Council 

Properties 

Dwellinghouses 
( including  Council 
Houses) 

Agricultural 

Premises 

All  other  premises 
( including 
Business 
Premises ) 

Inspec¬ 

ted 

Infested 

Inspec¬ 

ted 

I  nfested 

Inspec¬ 

ted 

Infested 

Inspec¬ 

ted 

Infested 

Rats 

Mice 

Rats 

Mice 

Rats 

Mice 

Rats 

Mice 

33 

13 

4 

452 

281 

39 

34 

21 

5 

199 

45 

37 

Also  a  10%  baiting  of  sewer  manholes  was  undertaken, 
and,  of  the  51  manholes  baited,  subsequent  examination 
revealed  that  rats  were  present  in  only  three  of  these.  Two 
maintenance  treatments  of  the  infested  manholes  and  those 
adjacent  to  them  resulted  in  the  infestation  being  eliminated. 

Caravans  and  Camping 

There  were  no  major  extensions  in  the  caravan  and  tent¬ 
age  camping  sites  in  the  Borough  during  the  year.  However, 
improvements  on  the  five  existing  licensed  caravan  sites  con¬ 
tinued,  and  two  site  owners  completed  the  equipping  of  their 
sites  to  the  standard  which  enabled  them  to  apply  to  the 
Council  and  receive  permanent  licences  granted  under  the 
Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960.  Two 
other  sites  will  fully  comply  during  next  year,  and  the  fifth  is 
making  steady  progress,  but  may  require  a  little  longer  time. 
A  very  small  new  site,  with  only  three  caravans,  has,  after  an 
Appeal,  received  temporary  Planning  permission  to  operate 
until  1965.  The  site  is  well  equipped,  and  a  temporary  licence 
for  the  same  operational  period  has  been  approved  by  the 
Council. 


19 


Informal  action  was  successful  in  getting  two  unlicensed 
caravans  removed  from  their  sites. 

There  are  four  licensed  tentage  sites  in  the  Borough — 
one  less  than  in  1962,  because  one  caravan/tentage  site  has 
gone  over  to  caravans  only.  I  again  express  some  concern  at 
the  continued  reduction  in  tentage  camping  facilities  in  the 
Borough,  because,  although  this  1963  summer  was  a  poor  one, 
to  say  the  least,  from  the  tentage  campers’  point  of  view,  I 
am  convinced  that  this  type  of  holiday  is  growing  in  popularity 
at  a  tremendous  rate.  Next  year  there  is  the  possibility  of 
yet  another  camp  closing  down,  and,  even  if  this  does  not 
happen,  given  a  reasonable  summer,  I  am  sure  the  demand 
for  camping  space  will  exceed  the  supply,  unless  new  sites 
open  up. 

There  are,  in  addition,  several  organisations  (i.e.  Boys’ 
Brigade,  etc.)  who  have  permanent,  well-equipped  sites,  which 
operate  for  a  limited  holiday  period.  Without  exception, 
they  are  all  satisfactorily  operated. 

Swimming  Pools 

There  are  no  public  swimming  pools  in  the  Borough — 
there  are  two  privately-owned  pools  at  Warners’  Puckpool 
and  St.  Clare  Camps,  and  a  covered,  heated  pool  at  the  new 
Nodes  Holiday  Centre,  and  the  three  have  adequate  filtration 
and  chlorination  plants,  which  are  efficiently  operated.  As 
in  past  summers,  Messrs.  Warners  again  offered  the  use  of  their 
pools  to  local  schools  and  several  other  organisations  for 
swimming  instruction. 

Twelve  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion.  Only  one  (from  the  Nodes  Holiday  Centre  pool)  was 
unsatisfactory — this  was  found  to  be  caused  by  partial  filter 
failure,  which  was  promptly  rectified. 

Shops  Act,  1950 

The  number  of  shops  on  the  register  was  438  (439),  which 
vary  from  the  large  stores  to  numerous  small,  family-owned 
business.  265  (145)  inspections  and  visits  were  made,  mainly 
of  a  routine  nature,  i.e.  contraventions,  advice,  alterations 
to  premises,  and  other  matters  relevant  to  the  Act. 

It  is  anticipated  that  new  legislation,  the  Offices,  Shops 
and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963,  which  will  come  into  opera¬ 
tion  next  year,  is  going  to  have  quite  an  impact,  and  will 
necessitate  large-scale  surveys  and  inspections  in  due  course. 
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Factories  Acts,  1937-59  and  1961 

There  were  125  (122)  premises  registered  as  factories  in 
the  Borough,  of  which  115  (112)  have  power  installed,  and 
10  (10)  have  none.  The  majority  are  small  factories,  employ¬ 
ing  a  small  number  of  persons.  Because  of  several  new  light 
industries,  there  is  now  much  more  local  female  labour  engaged 
in  factories  than  was  the  case  a  few  years  ago. 

55  inspections  were  carried  out,  at  which  4  contraventions 
were  found,  of  which  one  was  remedied  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  registered  common  lodging  houses  within 
the  Borough. 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960 

No  serious  problem  here.  Only  three  complaints  arose 
during  the  year,  caused  by  a  noisy  mechanical  saw,  an  electric 
hair  drier,  and  barking  dogs.  Complaints  were  resolved  in 
each  instance. 

Miscellaneous  Items 

During  the  summer,  1  endeavoured,  without  much 
success,  to  persuade  British  Railways  to  modernise  the  Car 
Ferry  Terminal  at  Fishbourne,  which  is  the  busiest  one  serving 
the  Island,  and  which,  since  British  Railways  carried  out 
improved  transport  and  landing  facilities,  enables  thousands 
of  motor  vehicles  to  pass  through  it  annually. 

However,  facilities  for  staff  and  passengers  are  still 
housed  in  the  small  wooden  building  which  has  existed  at 
the  Terminal  for  many  years,  whereas  at  the  Portsmouth 
Terminal  adequate,  even  luxurious  facilities,  have  been 
provided.  In  my  opinion,  the  Fishbourne  Terminal  now  lacks 
the  standard  of  facilities  expected,  as  regards  staff  offices  and 
quarters,  adequate  and  attractive  waiting/rest  rooms,  toilet 
facilities,  and  restaurant/refreshments.  It  should,  in  my 
opinion,  be  possible  to  provide  all  these  facilities,  at  a  reason¬ 
able  cost,  within  an  attractive,  well-designed,  pre-fabricated 
building. 

A  ‘watching  brief’  was  undertaken  by  Mr.  Jordan,  when, 
during  the  summer,  the  remains  of  German  Servicemen  were 
exhumed  from  local  cemeteries  by  the  German  War  Graves 
Commission,  for  transferance  to  a  German  cemetery  on  the 
Mainland. 
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Summary  oi  Inspections  and  Visits 

Complaints  ... 

Public  Health  Act  ... 

Re-visits  to  Premises  under  Notice — Public 
Health  Act 

Interviews  with  Owners,  Agents,  Builders,  etc.  ... 

Work  in  Progress 

Insanitary  Houses  and  Rooms 

Verminous  Premises  or  Rooms 

National  Assistance  Act 

Infectious  Diseases  ... 

Drainage  Inspections  and  Tests 
Septic  Tanks,  Cesspools,  etc. 

Camping  Sites,  Caravans,  Tents  and  Houseboats 
Stables,  Piggeries,  Poultry,  etc. 

Factories,  with  Power 
Factories,  without  Power 
Places  of  Entertainment,  etc. 

Shops  Act 
Schools 

Foreshores,  Streams,  etc.  ... 

Vacant  Land  and  Dumps  ... 

Common  Yards  and  Passages 
Swimming  Pools 
Smoke  Nuisances 
Rodent  Infestations 
Dangerous  Structures 
Miscellaneous  Visits 

Nuisances  Abated  and  Defects  Remedied 

Drains  and  Sec.  24,  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
Sewers  Cleared  of  Obstructions 
Drains  and  Sec.  24,  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
Sewers  Repaired,  Reconstructed  or  Altered  ... 
Inspection  Chambers  Provided  or  Repaired 
Cesspools  Cleansed  or  Repaired 
Disposal  Plants,  Installed,  Repaired  or  Cleansed 
Offensive,  etc.,  Accumulations  Removed 
Dirty  Premises  Cleansed 
Contraventions  Remedied  in  Factories,  etc. 
Contraventions  Remedied  in  Shops 
Contraventions  Remedied  in  Camping  Sites, 
Caravans  and  Houseboats 
Contraventions  Remedied  in  Stables  and  Piggeries 
Dangerous  Structures  Made  Safe  or  Demolished 


160 

203 

189 

827 

378 

45 

26 

11 

16 

595 

27 

62 

6 

54 

1 

8 

265 

5 

12 


o 

11 


19 

161 


9 


71 

35 

Q 

O 

6 

4 
3 

5 

9 


9 

1 

9 
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Section  II — Housing 

The  Council’s  housing  units  number  678  (14-  four- 
bedroomed,  401  three-bedroomed  and  203  two-bedroomed 
houses,  28  one-bedroomed  flats  and  bungalows,  and  32  bed¬ 
sitting-room  units).  These  units  are  situated  in  varying- 
sized  housing  estates,  sited  in  the  several  districts  (except 
Seaview)  which  make  up  the  Borough. 

Mr.  R.  Lugg  is  the  Council’s  Officer  responsible  for  the 
management  of  housing  matters,  and  he  reports  that,  during 
the  year,  he  had  received  126  new  applications  for  housing 
units — the  largest  number  in  any  one  year  during  the  past  ten 
years.  He  attributes  the  increase  to  several  reasons — (i) 
the  resumption  of  house  building  by  the  Council;  (ii)  increase 
in  rents  of  private  accommodation;  (iii)  reduction  of  private 
housing  accommodation. 

It  is  gratifying  to  see  a  brisk  resumption  of  Council  house 
building,  and,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  74  houses  and  flats  were 
under  construction,  the  houses  being  extensions  of  the  Bin- 
stead  housing  estate,  and  the  Treefields  project  being  an 
ambitious  and  attractive  one  to  provide  a  further  34  flatlets 
for  old  people.  This  building  programme  will  go  some  way 
to  helping  the  162  family  units,  38  couples  and  71  single 
persons  who  were  applicants  on  the  Council’s  housing  list  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 

The  Council’s  Building  Inspector  (Mr.  R.  Bartrum) 
reported  that  the  local  building  industry  has  been  working  to 
capacity,  and  that  the  Council  approved  276  building  plans 
during  1963.  62  private  houses  were  built,  11  houses  were 

converted  to  provide  27  units,  and  4  buildings  not  previously 
used  as  dwellings  were  converted  into  houses. 

The  demand  by  local  residents  for  Advances  through  the 
Council’s  S.D.A.A.  Scheme  has  been  maintained  during  the 
year,  80  such  Advances  having  been  made. 

In  addition,  52  Discretionary  Grants  and  13  Standard 
Grants  were  approved  by  the  Council  for  applicants  wishing  to 
bring  their  houses  up  to  modern  standard. 

The  Council’s  Slum  Clearance  Programme  has  only  made 
slow  progress  during  the  year,  because  there  have  been  no 
Council  houses  built  which  would  be  available  to  re-house 
displaced  persons.  However,  now  that  house  building  has 
been  resumed,  it  is  anticipated  that  there  should  be  a  marked 
acceleration  in  the  programme  in  the  next  two  years.  A 
number  of  the  houses  not  yet  dealt  with  are  situated  in  the 


Oakfield  area,  and  the  Public  Health  Committee,  visualising 
the  opportunity  of  a  comprehensive  redevelopment  of  the  area 
after  clearance  of  slum  properties  takes  place,  are  now  con¬ 
sidering  how  this  could  best  be  done. 

However,  the  Slum  Clearance  Programme  has  made 
some  progress,  in  that  Closing  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of 
one  house  and  two  basement  flats,  an  Undertaking  to  carry 
out  works  was  accepted  concerning  a  cottage,  and  four  houses 
were  made  fit  and  removed  from  the  list. 

In  February,  acting  upon  instructions  received  from  the 
Public  Health  and  Public  Works  Committees,  a  survey  was 
carried  out  to  ascertain  those  premises  in  the  Borough  to 
which  Section  16,  Housing  Act,  1961,  or  Section  60,  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  may  apply  as  regards  means  of  escape  in 
case  of  fire.  The  list  subsequently  compiled  comprises 
approximately  200  such  buildings.  The  necessary  follow-up 
action  is  now  being  dealt  with  by  the  Departments  of  the 
Borough  Surveyor  and  County  Fire  Officer. 

Action  taken  in  connection  with  the  Rent  Act,  1957,  is 
summarised  as  follows: — 

Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

Number  of  applications  for  certificates  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates 
Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  under 
paragraph  5  of  the  First  Schedule 
Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  Local  Author¬ 
ity  under  proviso  to  paragraph  5  of  the  First 
Schedules  ... 

Number  of  certificates  issued  ...  ...  ...  1 

Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates 

Applications  by  landlords  to  Local  Authority  for 

cancellation  of  certificates  ...  ...  ...  I 

Objection  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  certifi¬ 
cates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Decisions  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in  spite 
of  tenants’  objection 

Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority 

Application  for  Certificates  as  to  Remedying  Defects 

Number  of  applications  for  certificates 

(a)  from  tenants 

(b)  from  landlords  ... 

Number  of  certificates  issued 
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Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  Year 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public 
Health  or  blousing  Acts) 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

Details  of  Inspections,  Visits,  etc. 

Complaints  ... 

Public  Health  Act  ... 

Re-visits  to  Premises  under  Notice — Public  Health 
Act 

Housing  Acts  (Including  Improvement  Grants) 
Re-visits  to  Premises  under  Notice — Housing 
Acts 

Rent  Act 

Interviews  with  Owners,  Agents,  Builders,  etc.  ... 

Water  Samples 

Overcrowding 

Miscellaneous 

Nuisances  Abated  and  Defects  Remedied 

Chimneys  and  Stacks  Repaired 
Ceilings  Repaired,  Renewed  or  Provided 
Dampness  Abated  ... 

Doors  Repaired  or  Renewed 

Eaves  Gutters  Repaired,  Renewed  or  Provided 

Fireplaces  Repaired,  Renewed  or  Provided 

Floors  Repaired  or  Renewed 

Food  Stores  Provided 

Roofs  Repaired  or  Renewed 

Rainwater  Pipes  Repaired  or  Renewed  ... 

Sashcords  Provided  or  Repaired 

Stairs  Repaired  or  Renewed 

Walls  (External)  Re-pointed  or  Repaired 

Walls  (Internal)  Repaired  ... 

Windows  Repaired  or  Renewed 
Water  Supplies  Provided  or  Repaired 
Waste  Pipes  Cleared,  Repaired  or  Renewed 
Yards  and  Passages  Paved  or  Repaired  ... 

New  Bathrooms  Provided 
New  W.C.’s  Provided 
W.C.  Compartments  Repaired 
W.C.  Pedestals  Provided 

W.C.  Cisterns  Provided,  Repaired  or  Renewed  ... 
Wash-hand  Basins  Provided 
Hot  Water  Supplies  Provided 


9 

O 


95 


61 

84 


92 

152 

77 

22 

453 

1 

o 

o 

75 

2 

5 

21 

4 

6 

5 

6 
11 
14 

1 

16 

I 

13 

13 

16 

12 

4 

1 

19 

27 

6 

29 

34 
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Section  III — Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

In  the  year  under  review,  the  330  food  premises  in  the 
Borough  have  maintained  good  standards  of  hygiene  in  their 
premises,  and  have  endeavoured  to  give  service  to  customers, 
which  both  safeguards  and  satisfies  them.  However,  that  is 
not  to  say  that  hygiene  standards  in  local  shops  have  reached 
the  ultimate — I  am  sure  they  have  not,  and  the  customer  is 
still  too  easily  satisfied,  or  reluctant  to  complain.  The  fact 
that  no  complaints  were  lodged  by  the  public  against  local 
shops  in  respect  of  their  hygiene  standards  must,  I  feel,  be 
linked  to  both  my  previous  statements. 

I  would  again  emphasise  the  necessity  for  retailers  to 
learn  more  about  frozen  foods  and  their  correct  storage,  and 
they  also  need  to  be  aware  of  the  proper  operational  capacity 
of  their  refrigerators.  The  manufacturing  companies  do  not, 
in  my  opinion,  give  enough  attention  to  the  way  their 
products  are  stored  and  sold  by  their  retailers. 

Only  two  complaints  were  received  concerning  extraneous 
matters  in  food,  both  of  which  concerned  bread.  These 
complaints  were  fully  investigated,  and  warning  letters  were 
subsequently  issued  by  the  Public  Health  Committee  to  the 
manufacturers  concerned. 


Meat  Inspection 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  within  the  Borough- 
supplies  of  fresh  meat  come  from  Newport  and  nearby  Main¬ 
land  counties.  Two  wholesale  meat  distribution  depots  are 
established — in  Ryde  and  Binstead.  The  bulk  of  fish  sold 
locally  comes  from  the  recognised  fishing  ports.  Quality  of 
both  meat  and  fish  has  been  good. 

The  following  quantities  of  meat  and  tinned  and 
packaged  foods  were  condemned  as  unfit  and  destroyed:— 

Meat  (Home  Killed)  ...  ...  1241b. 


Meat  (Imported) 
Poultry 
Fish  ... 

Jellied  Eels  . 
Ham  ... 

Bacon 

Cooked  Meats 
Dried  Egg 
Flour 
Cheese 


7281b. 

1601b. 

2|  stones 
3  bowls 
501b. 

251b. 

1181b. 

71b. 

61b. 

41b. 


Suet  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  lib. 

Various  Food  Mixes  ...  ...  961b. 

Meat,  Milk,  Fruit,  Vegetables,  Fish,  etc.  1,307  (1 ,536)  tins, 

jars  and  bottles 

Food  Analysis 

During  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1964,  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Authority  (I.W.  County  Council)  officials  took  samples 
of  various  food  commodities,  and  submitted  them  for  analysis, 
and  the  Chief  Officer  has  supplied  the  reports  thereon,  which 
are  as  follows: — 


Article  sampled 

No.  taken 

U  nsatisf actory 

Milk  (a) . 

167 

35 

Milk  (b) . 

50 

10 

Cereal  Beverage 

1 

— 

Bio  Balm 

1 

— 

Fat  reduced  chocolate  spread 

1 

— 

Vegetable  table  jelly  ... 

1 

— 

Sandwich  spread 

1 

— 

Vegetable  gravy  powder 

1 

— 

Double  cream 

2 

— 

Ice-cream 

8 

— 

Whisky 

o 

o 

— 

Egg  and  milk  flavour  toffees  . . . 

1 

— 

Peeled  potatoes 

1 

— 

Beef  sausages  ... 

1 

1 

Totals  . . . 

239 

46 

Milk  (a)  taken  for  heat  treatment  and/or  keeping  quality 
tests. 

Milk  (b)  taken  for  compositional  quality. 


Milk  Supplies 

31  (31)  distributors  are  registered,  and  9  (9)  premises 
registered  as  dairies.  All  milk  sold  is  designated,  the  bulk  of 
which  is  pasteurised  and  supplied  from  a  factory  in  Newport, 
and  the  remainder  is  pasteurised  in  a  small  plant  operated  by 
a  local  dairyman.  All  sampling  is  undertaken  by  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Authority. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  Section  16 

Premises  registered  under  the  above  Act  and  Section,  and 
which  comply  with  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations, 
1960,  are:— 

Registered  for  the  Manufacture  of  Sausages  and/ 

or  Preserved  Foods  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Registered  for  the  Manufacture,  Storage/Sale  of 

Ice-Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  131 


159 


Ice-Cream 

129  premises  are  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of 
ice-cream,  the  majority  of  which  are  shops  which  sell  only 
wrapped  ice-cream  manufactured  by  the  national  producers, 
and  supplied  from  their  distribution  depots  on  the  Island. 
One  local  manufacturer  has  ceased  to  operate,  which  leaves 
two,  who  manufacture  ice-cream  products  in  small,  well- 
equipped  factories,  and  sell  their  products  from  their  local 
shops  and  from  mobile  vans  which  operate  throughout  the 
Island.  The  ice-cream  trade  is  rightly  proud  of  its  excellent 
national  record  as  regards  quality  and  purity  of  its  products, 
and  that  record  has  been  upheld  locally. 

Bakehouses 

15  (16)  bakehouses  were  in  operation,  none  of  which  is 
underground.  Except  for  three  businesses  where  manufac¬ 
ture  and  delivery  of  bread  takes  place,  the  bakehouses  are 
small  premises  attached  to  a  shop  premises  from  which  the 
bread  is  sold  direct  to  the  customer.  The  sale  of  bread  as  a 
wrapped  commodity  has  greatly  increased,  and  it  is  now  sold 
in  most  types  of  food  shops. 

Licensed  Premises 

The  64  licensed  premises  patronised  by  the  general 
public  received  inspections  during  the  year.  All  are  equipped 
to  comply  with  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  and 
no  complaints  concerning  the  “houses”  have  been  received. 
Several  of  the  old  houses  have  been  further  improved  during 
the  course  of  the  year. 


Details  of  Inspections,  Visits,  etc. 

Complaints  ... 

Interviews  with  Owners,  Agents,  Builders,  etc.  ... 
Re-visits  to  Premises  under  Notice — Food  and 
Drugs  Act  ... 

Butchers’  Shops 
Fishmongers  and  Poulterers 
Greengrocers 

Grocers  and  Other  Food  Shops 

Bakehouses 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

Dairies 

Dairy  Farms 

Ice-Cream  Premises 

Restaurants  and  Kitchens 

Food  Stalls  ... 

Food  Factories 
Licensed  Premises  ... 

Hotels 

Food  Inspection 
Infestations  ... 

Miscellaneous 


13 

130 


15 

7 

52 

25 

6 

8 


20 

52 

9 

35 

60 

11 

64 

2 

16 


Number  of  Food  Premises  in  which  Contraventions  Remedied: 


Butchers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Grocers  and  Other  Food  Shops  ...  ...  ...  11 

Restaurants  and  Kitchens  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Delivery  Vehicles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  Food  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Summary  of  Notices  Served  (Sections  I,  II  and  III) 

Public  Health  Act  (Informal)  ...  ...  ...  102 

Public  Health  Act  (Formal)  ...  ...  ...  5 

Housing  Act  (Informal)  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Housing  Act  (Formal)  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Factories  Act  (Mechanical  Power)  ...  ...  4 

Factories  Act  (Non-Power) 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Shops  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  .  1 

Section  IV — Miscellaneous 

Duties  carried  out  in  addition  to  those  contained  in  the 
Public  Health  Officers  Regulations,  1959,  include  the  follow¬ 
ing:— 


Petroleum  (Regulation)  Acts,  1928  and  1936 

During  1963/64,  commencing  1st  May,  1963,  38  premises 
were  licensed  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit.  This  is  an 
increase  of  three  during  the  year — the  new  filling  stations  at 
Ashey,  Pondwell  and  Seaview.  (Total  gallonage:  56,900). 
In  addition,  14  Petroleum  Mixtures  licences  were  issued.  150 
visits  were  made  to  the  petroleum  establishments  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  that  the  Acts  and  Regulations  were 
being  complied  with,  and  to  inspect  any  work  in  connection 
with  new  installations,  alterations  or  repairs,  which  have 
included  making  safe  two  disused  storage  tanks  and  investigat¬ 
ing  a  considerable  petrol  leakage  which  found  its  way  into  the 
sewers  in  the  Monkton  Street  locality. 

Shops  Act — Closing  Hours 

The  Department  is  responsible  for  the  compliance  with 
“hours  of  closing”  by  shops  within  the  Borough,  as  required 
by  the  Shops  Act  and  several  operative  Closing  Orders  made 
by  the  Council. 

Hackney  Carriages  and  Drivers 

The  local  byelaws  governing  hackney  carriages  licensed 
to  ply  for  hire  on  the  Council's  stands  are  administered  by 
the  Health  Department,  and  this  necessitated  58  inspections 
of  the  34  licensed  vehicles. 

40  drivers  for  these  vehicles  are  also  licensed  by  the 
Council  and  subject  to  similar  surveillance. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

Four  pet  shops  are  licensed  by  the  Council,  and  these 
have  been  operated  in  accordance  with  their  conditions  of 
licence.  The  Council  required  the  proprietors  to  supply 
pamphlets  with  animals  sold,  advising  on  their  care. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963 

This  new  Act  comes  into  operation  on  1st  January,  1964. 
Two  establishments  operating  locally  will  need  licences  after 
that  date. 

Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Act,  1952 
Oil  Heaters  Regulations,  1962 

Mr.  Jordan  is  the  Officer  responsible  for  the  administra¬ 
tion  of  the  above-mentioned  enactments,  which  require 
occasional  observation  of  shops  selling  heating  appliances, 
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Lectures  and  other  Educational  Activities 

Mr  Jordan  has  continued  to  assist  in  the  training  of 
student  nurses  of  the  I.W.  Group  Hospital  Management 
Committee  by  giving  series  of  lectures  and  demonstrations  on 
Public  Health  subjects  included  in  their  examinations 
syllabus. 

I  attended  the  Annual  Conference  of  Public  Health 
Inspectors  held  at  Eastbourne  in  September,  as  the  Council’s 
delegate,  and  Mr.  Jordan  attended  a  Week-end  School  held  at 
Oxford  in  March,  organised  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors’ 
Association. 


